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Affordable housing, urban planning for and by 
residents, and environmentally sustainable hous-
ing are in the headlines. How can we establish 
degrowth in urban and rural neighbourhoods to 
satisfy the basic material and social need of hous-
ing? How can we apply the principles of sufficiency 
and conviviality – living a ‘one planet lifestyle’ 
with a common ecological footprint – in housing 
practices?

Drawing on more than 20 activist-scholar contribu-
tions, the editors of the recently published Housing 
for Degrowth: Principles, Models, Challenges and 
Opportunities (Routledge) will present their book 
in conversation with Michael La Fond, Institute 
for Creative Sustainability, and talk about a de-
growth-approach to housing, revealing grassroots 
achievements, practical models and principles and 
the crucial policy changes needed to optimise bot-
tom-up efforts. Cases include analysis of housing 
struggles that reach beyond a ‘right to the city’ to 
a ‘right to metabolism’, campaigns for refurbish-
ment of social housing, and a cooperative model 
for financing and organising German housing as an 
alternative to mainstream market and government 
housing.

Co-edited by activist-scholars Anitra Nelson 
(Centre for Urban Research at RMIT University in 
Melbourne) and François Schneider (Institute of 
Environmental Science and Technology, University 
of Barcelona, initiator of Research & Degrowth, 
degrowth conferences and pioneer activist of de-
growth), Housing for Degrowth presents a range of 
cases and models from various countries and con-
tinents — amongst others Italy, Norway, Vanuatu, 
India, Germany, USA, Australia and Denmark.

Edited by Anitra Nelson and François Schneider
Routledge Environmental Humanities Series
Published: 3 August 2018

Special paperback print run available directly from the 
editors at 25 Euros per copy
For event schedule of the European tour see: 
https://anitranelson.info/events

HOUSING FOR DEGROWTH 
PRINCIPLES, MODELS, CHALLENGES
AND OPPORTUNITIES

We appreciate a short registration mail: 
kristina.utz [aat] fairbindung.org

The event will be held in English. 
Entrance is not barrier-free, 

but get in touch for possible assistance.


